LIB members and others are in-
vited to join the "2009 Route 66
Trail Ride", a loosely-organized,
(generally) self-supported bicycle
tour meant to publicize and pro-

raise public awareness and encour-
age route improvements including
signage, paved shoulders, and off-
road trails. Among those riding will
be LIB Executive Director Ed Bar-

mote devel- sotti, Board
opment of President
lllinois’ Frank

Route 66 Brummer,
Trail bicy- and Past
cle route President
from Chi- Al Sturges.
cago to St.

Louis. The To share the
“Route 66 adventure

Trail User’'s Guide” for the pre-
sent, interim route is on LIB’s
website.

The ride will be held from Satur-
day, August 29 through Thursday,
September 3, 2009, starting at the
Old Chain of Rocks Bridge north
of St. Louis and ending at the be-
ginning of the old Route 66, near
the Art Institute in Chicago.

Ride organizers from LIB, the
Route 66 Trail Executive Council,
and the lllinois Department of
Natural Resources will conduct
media interviews and visit local
officials in towns along the way, to

and to magnify the ride’s impact,
other bicyclists are invited to join
the fun, for whatever portion they
choose. Those patrticipating in the
whole week will ride between 300
and 375 miles over 6 days. How-
ever, there is complete freedom to
participate in any fraction of the
ride, from 6 days to 3 or 1, or even
5 miles. Most of the route is on
quiet rural roads, with some trails.

Further information, logistics, and
registration are at www.bikelib.org/
route66/2009ride. There is no cost
to LIB members.
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Executive Director
Ed Barsotti ............ 630-978-0583
Email: ed@bikelib.org
Bicycle Project Planner
Jessica Thompson, Elgin, Jessica@bikelib.org
Newsletter Editor
Chuck Oestreich, Rock Island; chuckace2@gmail.com

League
Ui Hlinois
Bicyclists

Outreach Director— Dean Schott, Crozet, VA; dean@bikelib.org

Project Manager—Lynn Miller, Springfield;
lynnbikel@sbcglobal.net

Ride List Coord—Mike Bentley, Oswego; ilcyclist@bikelib.org
Web Site Editor—Lee Pirtle, Asheville, NC; lep@lepirtle.com
Project Assistant—Gina Kenny, Orland Park; gina@bikelib.org

LIB Advisory Council
Ed Bartunek ...Cook County Forest Preserve District
Bev Moore Illinois Trails Conservancy
Elaine Nekritz lllinois State Representative
Randy Neufeld .. Active Transportation Alliance
Rick Strader . . . Rockford
Craig Williams ....... TY Lin International

Member Organizations and Corporate Sponsorssince2/08

$2,000+(Platinum) $200-$499 (Bronze)
Elmhurst Bicycle Club Arlington Heights Bicycle Club
Evanston Bicycle Club Blackhawk Bicycle and Ski Club
Joliet Bicycle Club Chicago Cycling Club
"REIL . Oak Lawn Bike Psychos
Springfield Bicycle Club Prairie Cycle Club
*Tawani Foundation Schaumburg Bicycle Club

$1,000—$1.999 (Gold)
Decatur Bicycle Club
Folks on Spokes Bicycle Club
The lllinois Prairie Path
McHenry County Bicycle Club
McLean County Wheelers
*Planet Bike (member premiums)
Quad Cities Bicycle Club
Wheeling Wheelmen

$100-$199
Carbondale Bicycle Club
Carroll County Cycling Club
Downers Grove Bicycle Club
River to River Cycling Club

Other
Champaign County Bikes
DeKalb County Bicycle Club
Friends of the Parks
JD’s Cycling Adventures
Oak Park Cycle Club
Rock River Valley Bicycle Club
Starved Rock Cycling Assoc.

$500-$999 (Silver)
Bicycle Club of Lake County
Chicago Area Tandem Society
*Cipcich-Weatherly Foundation
Downers Grove Bicycle Club
Fox Valley Bicycle and Ski Club
Illinois Valley Wheelm’'n
Naperville Bicycle Club

lllinois gm&d

LIB Board of Directors

President/District 7—Frank Brummer
Teutopolis— 217-857-6649— forummer@farmweld.com

Vice President/District 5—Doug Oehler
Bloomington—309-663-2113—dk4344@verizon.net

Secretary/District 2—Chuck Oestreich
Rock Island—309-788-1845—chuckace2@gmail.com

Treasurer/District 5—Jerry Erb
Bloomington-309-452-2728—- jerball@aol.com

District 1—Jo Ann Budde
Evanston—847-866-9740—joannbuddel@comcast.net

District 1—Tom Jones
Warrenville—630-293-9048—mecyclery@att.net

District 1—Laura Kuhlman
Winfield—630-462-5427—laura@thekuhlmans.com

District 1—Al Sturges
Park Forest—708-481-3429— alsturges@sbcglobal.net

District 3—Mike Bentley
Oswego—630-554-8806—coachmb@ameritech.net

Dictrict 4—Tim O’Hanlon
Peoria—309-692-2090—timaoh@comcast.net

District 5—Sue Jones
Urbana—217-367-6521—suej@resourceroom.net

District 6—Bill Donels
Springfield—217-546-8036—sbdonels@gmail.com

District 6—Karl Kohlrus
Springfield—217-544-8410—kkohlrus@comcast.net

District 8—open

District 9—Anne Johnson
Murphysboro—618-687-2546—ajohnson@globaleyes.net

“The bicycle is the most civilized conveyance knawn
man. Other forms of transport grow daily more night
marish Only the bicycle remains pure in heart.”

Iris Murdoch,The Red and the Green

WWW.bikeLIB.org E-Mail Lists: Messages

posted to these listsaatematically sent to all subscribers.

lbl.(I:(yCI.:jSt To post a message: ilcyclist@topica.com

rildire1g;| €S, To subscribe: ilcyclist-subscribe @topica.com
par_t”_?‘rsi To unsubscribe: ilcyclist-unsubscribe@topica.cq
activities, | pead on-line at; http//www.topica.com/lists/ildgt
events, etc.

LIBnews| To subscribe, click on http:/
advocacy, | denali.physics.indiana.edu/mailman/listinfo
legislation,| libnews
m hearings,
planning, To post a message, send to:
etc. libnews@denali.physics.indiana.edu
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LIB Welcomes New
Board President,
Treasurer

At LIB’s March board meeting,
longtime Board President Al Stur-
ges (Park Forest) handed over the
reins to Frank Brummer of Teu-
topolis after 8+ years leading the
organization. The board thanked

Sturges for his dedicated, calm and

thoughtful efforts to build and sup-
port an effective LIB effort
throughout the state of lllinois and
to foster the interests of lllinois cy-
clists. Al has been involved with
LIB since 1992; first as newsletter
editor, then executive director from
1995 to 2000 and board member
and president since 2000.

LIB Board Profile:
Frank Brummer

Cathy, and youngest '
son, Michael. They

children; Nicholas,
Bobby and Anne
Marie. Frank recently
sold his business of 2
years, Farmweld INC
to get involved in bike
advocacy work, build trails and
spend more time with his family.

Frank is currently president of

Brummer, who joined the board in
late 2007, looked forward to the
opportunity, commenting: “| feel
honored to follow Al's great leader-
ship and | am very pleased Al is
willing to
stay on the
board to
share his
passion and
vision for
cycling and
to help us
through

this leader-
ship transi-
tion. LIB is
blessed
with a very strong staff and board
and together we pledge to make
lllinois a land of safe and enjoyable
bicycling for all.”

Farmweld, INC and chairman of
TREC (Trail Recreation Effingham
County), which is a not-for-profit
organization. TREC is
‘F diligently working to
i build the first phase of a
- trail with the ultimate
L: goal of creating a network
§ of trails throughout the
i county. Frank has spent g
&1 lot of time with his chil-
dren on bike trails
throughout their youth
and into adulthood; mak-
ing him realize and appre
ciate the impact bike trails can have
on family bonding.

He has been on six bike tours with

LIB Executive Director Ed Barsotti
said: “I am very fortunate to have
been able to work with Al and
benefit from his excellent mentor-
ing, wisdom, and guidance over the
years. | really welcome the chance
to collaborate with and learn from
Frank, as well.”

From Al's Viewpoint:

I'm so pleased that we have some-
one of Frank Brummer's qualifica-
tions as president of the League of
lllinois Bicyclists. After more than
eight years as board president, it's
time to turn over LIB leadership to

a younger generation. Looking back
on the past eight years, it's been a
pleasure to see LIB grow to become
a real presence in lllinois.

We've come a long way from when
we could only afford to pay Ed Bar-
sotti a half-time salary. Ed and his
staff have worked with public offi-
cials all over the state to help them
develop bike plans and maps and
make them more aware of the needs
of bicyclists.

In addition,Jerry Erb of Bloom-
ington has joined LIB’s board and
agreed to take over responsibilities
as treasurer. Erb has been heavily
involved with a large surge in bicy-
cle commuting among fellow em-
ployees at Bloomington’s State
Farm headquarters. He takes over
for Tom Jones (Warrenville), who
served as treasurer for over a year.
Jones will continue to serve on the
board.
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From Galena to Metropolis, Belle-  we instill in our children how to

ville to Chicago, LIB consultant ride safely so that they can make it Seminar Topies:

Donnie Miller has spread the mes- a part of their life of recreation,

sage about teaching bike safety to travel, fitness and better health.” - Why teach bicycle safety to
kids. Hundreds of teachers, police, Miller, a nationally-certified bike kids?

hospital outreach staff, scout lead- safety instructor, has been active in

ers, parents, and others have at- bicycling in the Quad Citiesas an - Basic checkout of the bicycle
tended one of our “Train the athlete, coach, trainer and advocate.

Trainer” seminars in nearly 40 loca- . Helmets — why and how to fit
tions around the state. The initial seminar series took place

in March and April, supported by a
LIB’s Ed Barsotti said, “Bicycling Safe Routes to Schools grant from
can be safe and fun, especially the lllinois Department of Trans-
when cyclists know more than just  portation. LIB has applied for a sec-
the very basics. This class fills a ond grant to continue the series
gap in knowledge for adults, for with more in-depth visits to com-
themselves and the children they =~ munities and schools.
teach. These adults are now better
equipped to educate children at bike

Bicycling safely — detailing the
progression from sidewalks to
on-road, as age and skills in-
crease

Summary on organizing a bike
rodeo

rodeos, school assemblies or class- Seminar locations: Schaumburg, Oak Brook Terracgey-
rooms, scout meetings — or at ville, Galena, Rockford, Poplar Grove, Rock Islabdyvenport,
home.” Morrison, Dixon, Galesburg, Macomb, BloomingtoncBir,
The seminar teaches adults about Sherman, Springfield, Quincy, Peoria, Champaigrhdsa,
bike safety principles, so they, in Danville, Kankakee, Mattoon, Effingham, Litchfielzbllins-
turn, can teach groups of kids or ville, Belleville, Metropolis, Marion, CarbondaleaSalle, Ge-

their own children through the neva, Crystal Lake, Mundelein, Mt. Prospect, ElnshuBhore-

years. wood, Blue Island, Chicago.
Miller said, “I think it is vital that

Further Outreach to Towns and GITAP Fills Up Early
Newspapers

The LIB sponsored week-long bike tour of northeiin |

LIB h | d ies of short articl nois, The Grand lllinois Trail v
as released a new series of short article And Parks ride, met its maxi- @

various aspects of bicycling and sharing the mum of 160 riderws on March
road, for use by newspapers, municipal newget- 17,

ters, municipal websites and other media. Thg
articles are available at www.bikelib.org/medip/
newspapercols.htm.

)
o
=]

However, the ride, which {ifinois X and parks ride
this year covers the southern
part of the Grand lllinois Trail—including layoveas

Memb invited t their | | White Pines and Johnson/Sauk State Parks—is @i} ¢
embers are invited to encourage their local piling a waiting list.

town’s newsletter and news media to use thepe. Contact Chuck at 309-788-1845 or

chuckace2@gmail.com
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February’s $789 Billion “American  of mid-April 2009) grants fromthe - Nominating good projects that

Recovery and Reinvestment May 2008 Enhancements applica- did not apply for ITEP dollars

Act” (ARRA) included $27.5 Bil- tions. Issues have included: in May 2008

lion for transportation. Of that, 3%

went for the Enhancements pro- - Local match requirements - Prioritizing bikeway and trail

gram, funding bikeways and other (IDOT is assessing a 20% local projects over other eligible

projects. This translates to $28.1 match) categories

Million for the lllinois Transporta-

tion Enhancement Program (ITEP). - Transparent selection of the - Making sure all “pre-ARRA”
highest quality projects (a prob- money meant for ITEP is

LIB, Active Transportation Alli- lem during the Blagojevich awarded

ance, and others have been working  years)

with IDOT to ensure the most ef- We look for IDOT and Governor

fective use of these ARRA dollars - Ensuring no ARRA money is Quinn to announce grant winners

for trails and other bike projects. lost (finding “shovel-ready” this spring.

IDOT plans to combine these funds projects that can meet dead-

with the still-to-be-announced (as lines)

LIB Seeking New Webmaster

LIB is seeking a new web designer/webmaster fomoamw.bikelib.org website, preferably someone whpassion-

ate about bicycling (and/or non-profit . .

or work at a discount. If interested, wélB member Lee Pirtle, formerly of Elgin and nowAdheville NC, has
would like to discuss your proposaL served as volunteer webmaster for over seven yéEleswant to express

our deepest appreciation to Lee, who so genergasig his time to sup-
The role includes new design of the Port LIB’s work,” said Executive Director Ed BartiotLee always han-
site, timely updates, and occasional dled our many and various website requests in th& nesponsive, accu-
special project requests. Contact jes-rate, and professional way.” Besides regular editsadditions, Pirtle de-
sica@bikelib.org and ed@bikelib.orgVeloped features including LIB’s Complete Streetbliz input page, our
for further details and specifications. mileage log and ride listing, various forms, and-eno

Permanent “Share the Road” License Plates on Hold

Due to this year’'s budgetary con-  have funded educational programs, interested in getting these plates

cerns, the lllinois Senate has likely media campaigns, instructing when they become available. Until
shelved its entire slate of specialty bicyclists and motorists how to le-  a year-round Share the Road plate
plate bills — including Senate Bill gally and more safely share the becomes reality through law, we
76, the “Share the Road” plate bill  roadways. hope to continue our annual 2-
proposed by LIB and sponsored by LIB intends to try again next month National Bicycle Month spe-

Sen. Michael Bond. The bill would year. Send a note to sharetheroad- cialty plate program.
plates@bikelib.org if you might be
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Excerpted from an Elmhurst Bicy-
cle Club article by Bob Hoel)

The annual National Bike Summit,
organized by the League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists, was held for thd'9
time in Washington, DC on Mar. 10
— 12 at the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing. With 580 registered attendees
from 47 states and 4 countries, this
was the largest Summit yet.

The kickoff dinner and keynote
speakers on Tuesday were truly a
special event. Rep. Jim Oberstar
(MN) led off the evening’s presen-
tations. Mr. Oberstar is an avid cy-
clist and the Chair of the House
Transportation Committee. His
commitment to active transportation
(transit, pedestrian and cycling) will
be critical as the Transportation Act
is renewed for 2010.

1) Passage of a Complete Streets
The Wednesday session was bill
opened by Transportation Secretary
Ray LaHood, most recently the 2) Re-write of Transportation Act
U.S. Representative from the Peoria to more favorably benefit non
area. LaHood notethat the DOT motorized forms of transportation
will be "a full partner in working
toward livable communities," in-
cluding a renewed recognition of
the importance of bicycling. Rep.
Dan Lipinski of lllinois was also
among the morning speakers.

3) A larger share of transportation
safety dollars for bike/ped safety (In
lllinois, 15% of traffic fatalities in-
volve cyclists and pedestrians while
only 1% of the money for safety
goes for bike/ped issues.)

The rest of Wednesday was taken
up by breakout sessions and an llli-
nois delegation coordination meet- Congressional Bike Caucus, a bi-
ing preparing us for the next day.  partisan group that works to im-
Thursday was the focus of the Sum- prove the bike environment in

mit where we canvassed/lobbied America

our elected representatives on Capi- o _

tol Hill for the benefit of bike and ~ The lllinois delegation was com-

pedestrian accommodations in thesePosed of board and staff from the
four main areas: Active Transportation Alliance (4),

4) Urge our elected reps to join the

The lllinois delegation with our Senators. L to R:Sen. Durbin, Cynthia Hoyle, Rob
Sadowsky, Frank Brummer, Bruce Heidlauf, Ed Barsott, Joe Hall, Nicole Mohiuddin,
Bill Chalberg, Mike Kerber, Bob Hoel, Sen. Burris. Not pictured: Jessica Thompson,
Patty Vinyard, Randy Neufeld, Adolfo Hernandez, DanPersky, Mike Mercuri, Rob Cap-
pucci, Stan Day, John Nedeau

SRAM Corporation (4), LIB (3), St.
Louis Regional Bike Fed (1), and
two bike shops, along with 5 other
LIB members from around the
state.

The delegation split into groups in
order to meet both Senators and
legislative staff of 17 of the 19 Illi-
nois Representatives. In a few cases
the Representative made it a point
to meet us, especially when we had
a person from their district in our
group. In general we were received
warmly by the staff but there were
exceptions that seemed openly hos-
tile to the idea of cycling.

Overall it was quite impressive and
empowering.

Ed. Note: We hope many will join
LIB again next year in Washington!
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LIB welcomes Gov. Pat Quinn to
his new role heading the state after
having a very good relationship
with him over the past six years.
During his time as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Quinn has been a big sup-
porter of bicycle issues, highlighted
by:

Advocating for bikes on
Metra, including calling for a
state bill which led to the Metra
policy change

Championing Safe Routes
to School in lllinois, lending
significant staff time and meet-
ing space

Facilitating LIB and Active
Transportation Alliance’s meet-
ings with, and requests to IDOT
on their bike/pedestrian design
policies

Assisting with a bill to im-
prove the efficiency and trans-
parency of the state’s handling
of federal bikeway grants

Serving as “pass-through”
government sponsor for our
successful Bike-to-Metra guide
project application

Quinn’s record matches his re-

sponse to one of our 2002 candidate

survey questions: “I firmly believe
that communities should offer a
wide range of transportation options
to residents. Federal, state, and lo-
cal government, in partnership,
have the responsibility to establish
the appropriate infrastructure,
safety and accessibility to allow
residents to utilize these options,
including bicycling, walking, car-

Teaching UIC Students and Local Planners

Part of LIB’s job is to educate local
officials, including planners and

2009, as LIB’s Jessica Thompson
and Ed Barsotti will teach a gradu-

engineers who design the built envi- ate-level bike planning course to

ronments in our towns. This

pooling, and public transportation.”

In his role of Governor, we hope to
continue to work with Quinn on
positive changes.

for a few towns and will learn about
proper on-road bicycling skills. The
course was originated last year by
Active Transportation Alli-

includes presentations at Cofi |g's jessica Thompson and Ed Barsotti will teach
ferences and workshops, su Bgraduate—level bike planning course to University
of Illinois-Chicago urban planning students, who
often go on to work in towns throughout lllinois.

as our December 11
(Chicago) overview of bike
planning strategy and imple

ance’s Randy Neufeld and Chi-
cago DOT’s Ben Gomberg and
Luann Hamilton.

In addition to trying their hands

mentation tips and January 29

(Quad Cities) speeches on roadway University of lllinois-Chicago ur-
ban planning students, who often go ning seminars for existing planners

intersections for bikes and on the
League of American Bicyclists’
Bicycle Friendly Community pro-
gram.

This role will take on a new form in

on to work in towns throughout Illi-
nois. Along with a broad range of

technical and practical topics, stu-
dent groups will do brief bike plans

as “professors”, the two plan to
hold a series of two-hour bike plan-

and engineers in metro areas around
the state, providing continuing edu-
cation credit in order to draw a lar-
ger audience.
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This past winter, cyclist fatalities in Palatinedaekin led to a rash of very negative feedbackehgers of local
newspaper stories about the tragedies. The folipWwetter to the Editor biIB Outreach Director Dean Schott
appeared in several major newspapers across tee sta

Recent bicycle fatalities in lllinois have unleaglan onslaught of mean-spirited and uninformed He-
marks about the tragic victims.

Based on the briefest of media accounts and lof@gd&aw enforcement have even completed th
investigations, some observers jump to the conmtuiat bicyclists are always at fault.

Their claims: Bicyclists have no right to be on thad. They should stay on sidewalks or bike pains.
They shouldn’t have been riding in the winter onight time.

They need to be reminded that bicyclists have al leght to be on the road under lllinois law, just
like motor vehicles. Riding on the sidewalk in sooeenmunities is illegal and besides, it's unsafe
Sidewalks and paths don't always get bicyclistsnatirey need to go. And for some, bicycles arg
their only means of transportation to and from wankl elsewhere.

To be certain, bicyclists have a responsibilitpbey all traffic laws, take whatever precautions-ng
essary to protect themselves, including the weasfrigeImets, bright and reflective clothing; use

hand signals when turning, slowing or stopping bave lights on the front and back of their bicydles
for night riding. They should always use good juégtrwhen riding, particularly during bad weathgr.

Motorists have a primary responsibility to operdeir vehicles in a safe manner at all times. Tha
means obeying traffic laws and speed limits, dgwappropriately given the road conditions and pay-
ing attention for potential road hazards. Motorad&o have a special responsibility toward bicyslig
Motorists must give riders at least three feetpaice when passing under state law.

Observers should understand all the above befsrernu to judgment on who was at fault in a par
ticular incident. In some cases, the bicyclist rhayat fault. In others, it may be the motorist. Amed
in others, there may be a shared responsibilityfuat happened. Those law enforcement deternmjjna-
tions sometimes come weeks and months after thktyat

In the meantime, drive and ride responsibly atiaés. Our lives depend on it.

Bike to Metra Guide update more commuter rail stations in the ~ involved with biking there. LIB’s

As reported in earlier issues, LIB  Chicago region. Jessica Thompson will work with
teamed with then-Lt. Governor Pat Project start-up has been de-  individual towns and cyclists to
Quinn’s office to win an $84,000  layed two months, due to the need develop the guides, meant to en-
federal Congestion Mitigation and  to find a new project sponsor after ~courage more people to bike to

Air Quality (“CMAQ") grant for Mr. Quinn became Governor. Metra — and to build momentum for
our “Bike-to-Metra Guide” project.  DuPage County will now serve in  improving local bicycling condi-
The plan: use the template from our that role. tions in other ways.

two Aurora guides Each guide will include tai- Contact LIB if you want your
(www.bikelib.org/aurora) to pro- lored maps of preferred routes to ~ town to be a part of this project.

duce and print brochures for 12-16 that station and tips on the logistics
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By Chuck Oestreich

Sure, we all love bicycling. Get out
on those country roads and just
boom and go!

But in the city it's a different matter.
They're filled with cars and all
kinds of special car amenities. And

2 An Alternative Transportation
Advocacy Group.We found that it
wasn't just bicycling. To make a
livable community, both transit and
walking, along with bicycling, are
needed. So a small group of die-
hard advocates started meeting
every Wednesday morning before

many of the things that are good for WOrk. Soon we were putting on a
cars (or at least car people think are Bike to Work Week; sponsoring

good for them) are stoppers for
bikes. You know, things like nar-
row lanes with even narrower
shoulders, unrealistic speed limits,

transportation brainstorming ses-
sions; helping bring in national ex-
perts to talk about Complete
Streets, Workable Intersections,

impossible and impassable intersec- Bicycle Friendly Communities; and

tions, parking on roadways, etc.
What can be done?

The Quad Cities, in western lllinois,
hasn't solved its urban biking prob-

starting to give out annual alterna-
tive transportation awards to those
making a difference. For almost
every one of these activities or
events, LIB was either an active
participant (Ed Barsotti is getting to

lems by any means. But it has made know our area pretty well), or gave

a start. The seeds have been
planted. And in almost every case,
much watering was done by the
League of lllinois Bicyclists, with
support also from its counterpart in
lowa, the lowa Bicycle Coalition.

Here quickly are some of the things
that helped our seeds bloom.

1 A Metro Bike Map. In a real
sense the creation and publication
of this is what put many seeds in
the ground. Inspired by Rockford
and Springfield, we came up with a
“best routes” map based almost
purely on our experiences biking on
our streets. LIB watered our efforts
with technical advice, mapping
skills, and needed experience. The
result: we started to see more and
more bikes on our streets. But even
more importantly, our city officials

us useful tips and help. LIB's nur-
turing water and fertilizer (no, not
B.S.) helped greatly. (By the way,
for us this year it'll be “Alt Trans
Week — Taking Bike to Work Week
to Another Level.”. It's not just go-
ing to work — there's school, er-
rands, shopping, etc. - all which

is also helping provide nutrients to
our cities growth.

4 Public Officials and City Staff.
Many of those in charge locally are
getting the message that cars are not
the only form of transportation
within cities. In fact, many are real-
izing that cars have caused many
cities or parts of cities to not be
very livable. These important peo-
ple are not ignorant of national
trends, but we — with support from
LIB and IBC — started inviting them
to forums, meetings, gatherings,
awards presentations, and the like.
And it started some changes. (For
example, two months after GITAP
hosted public officials when it
stayed overnight at Augustana Col-
lege, Rock Island's mayor set up a
bicycle task force for his city.)

5 The Media. In everything we

have done we have deliberately
courted the media. We have fed
them announcements about our ac-
tivities, led them to possible human
interest links to the events, and
started getting to know them on a

should and can be done on a bike or personal basis. All of these have

a bus.

3 A With-It bike club. The Quad
Cities Bicycle Club is one of the
oldest and largest in the state
(actually two states), and for most
of its years it has stood for fun on
bikes more than anything else. But
recently, it has become more seri-
ous about bike transportation. Its
officers, board members, and many
members have embraced the con-
cept of urban bicycling and civic
bicycling improvements. It has

and staffs began to take notice. The gone beyond just path and out-in-

map marked a route into their con-
sciousnesses.

the-country riding. It, besides LIB,

helped spur growth on biking, bus-
ing, and waking within the Quad
Cities.

But don't be mistaken, the Quad
Cities is not a blooming field of
alternative transportation just wait-
ing to be harvested. We are still in
the early stages, still worrying
about those seedlings, still hovering
over them with a watering can
pushing them to grow.

But one thing we do know, it sure is
good to have such good watering
cans.
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Lisle
By Rob Bollendorf, Lisle’s bicycle task
force

When | first moved td.isle, biking
was a necessity. We had two smal
children and only one car, needed
for shopping and the typical activi-
ties of suburban kids. So | bought &
cheap bike and used it to travel the
12 miles to the College of DuPage
and back. That is what hooked me
into biking and long after it was no
longer a necessity | continued to
use my bike whenever | could to g4
around Lisle and DuPage.

As a psychologist, | became inter-
ested in the physical and mental
advantages to exercise. | became
interested in global warming, child-
hood obesity, pollution, and com-
munity building. In each issue in
my life, the bicycle kept coming up
as a possible solution. In addition,
the bike brought me back to the
childhood joy and freedom that my
bike had given me. | grew up in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and not only
did my bike give me access to the
beaches and baseball diamonds, b
it was a source of entertainment

L

bt

every Tuesday night in the summet

Shelbyville
By Jerry Yockey, Chairman, General Dacey
Trail Committee
www.dacey.lakeshelbyville.com

The General Dacey Trail iBhelby-
ville is a good example of what can
happen when local citizens work
together with elected officials and
the federal government. The Gen-

worked with our consultant, held
several public meetings, and edu-
cated our local governmental bodies
about the benefits of trails.

In 2006 the first phase of the Gen-
eral Dacey Trail was completed. A
new phase has been constructed

eral Dacey Trail has been a success-8ach year since, which includes

ful trail for two reasons; planning
and dedication. Planning is the sin-
gle most important aspect of a suc-
cessful trail and the League of Illi-
nois Bicyclists has been one of the
key pieces to our planning

team. Dedication is best explained
by our goal to do “something” each
week to promote the trail.

The first year was spent hand pick-
ing committee members who were
successful and well net-

worked. LIB attended our first
committee meeting and helped our
committee set some realistic goals
and provided much of the contact
information we would need for
planning. We utilized a $20,000

utIDNR planning grant to hire a con-

sultant. The next two years we

phase IV in 2009. In my opinion,
the extra time we spent planning
has made our grant writing so suc-
cessful. Our trail system is located
in the northeast corner of our com-
munity. We wanted our trail to be
connected to our downtown area
and we needed a plan. We utilized
LIB expertise to create a plan for
our entire city. That plan was suc-
cessfully approved by the Shelby-
ville City Council and will result in
a major residential road being
marked as a bicycle route this sum-
mer. Marking a road for cycling, in
a community of five thousand, is a
pretty big accomplishment. LIB did
an outstanding job of representing
all that is good about cycling to our
elected officials and | would highly
recommend using their experience
to benefit your community.

when half the city would show up

to watch the bike races at Washing- people in the area who had similar

ton Bowl.

| began to write letters to our local
newspapers, and even spoke to
Lisle’s Village Board, suggesting
that Lisle consider developing a
bike plan. It seemed to fall on deaf
ears until | began to speak with Ed
Barsotti of LIB and Pamela Brook-
stein of Active Transportation Alli-
ance.

They got me in touch with other

goals and interests to mine and all
of a sudden we had a voice. We
were fortunate that Josh Potter of
Lisle's planning department was a
sympathetic, responsive ally.

It has taken two years of meetings,
measuring roads, and frequent trips
to Board meetings but we now have
a plan in place. Implementation is
still in the future and will probably
take continued harassment of the
powers-that-be, but at least we've
gotten started.

As | sat in several meetings with Ed

and Jessica and my new friends on
the committee, | thought to myself
what is interesting is that all of the
people around the table could and
did go anywhere they wanted by
bike in and around Lisle. These
dedicated people were doing this
because they wanted the more timid
to learn the benefits that we already
knew, that a bike is a source of per-
sonal joy and freedom, as well as
one of the tools we need to save our
planet.
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May 2—Saturday

Ride the Ups and Downs
Elizabeth, IL

GOATS Cycling Club
bausmana@juno.com
815-275-0041
www.elizabeth.il.com

May 16—Saturday

Beautiful Southern Ride
Carbondale, IL

Carbondale Bicycle Club
beautfulsouthernride@gmail.com
www.carbondalebreakfastrotary.org
/bikeride.html

May 17 — Sunday
Arlington 500
Barrington, IL
Arlington Heights Bicycle Assoc.
500@cyclearlington.com
www.cyclearlington.com

May 23, 24—Sat. Sun.
Blackhawk Country Roads
Rockton, IL

Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club
rplantz@aol.com
815-399-6943

www.blackhawkbicycleclub.org

May 24 — Sunday

Bank of America;Bike the
Drive

Chicago, IL

Active Transportation Alliance
btdinfoO9@activetrans.org
312-427-3325 X251
www.bikethedrive.org

June 6-7—Sat., Sun.
Tour of the Mississippi
River Valley (TOMRYV)
Bettendorf, 1A

Quad Cities Bicycle Club
563-332-4503
tomrv.dt@msn.com
www.qgcbc.org/tomrv/

June 7 - Sunday

Udder Century

Union, IL

McHenry County Bicycle Club
uddercentury@comcast.net
www.mchenrybicycleclub.info

June 13—Saturday
Wheeler’s Bike Strong
Metric Bike ride
Hudson, IL

McLean County Wheelers
icemanbn@comcast.net
309-275-7120

June 14 — Sunday

BCLC Ramble

Wilmot, WI

Bicycle Club of Lake County
ramble@bikebclc.com
www.bikebclc.com

June 15 to 21 — Sun. to Sat.
Grand lllinois Trail And
Parks (GITAP)
League of lllinois Bicyclists
This ride is filled.
Call about waiting list.
309-788-1845
Or chuckace2@gmail.com

June 28 — Sunday

Swedish Days Ride
Burlington, IL

Fox Valley Bicycle & Ski Club
630-587-2570
jhankison@sbcglobal.net
www.fvbsc.org

July 4 — Saturday

4th of July Metric Cen-

tury

Plainfield, IL

Joliet Bicycle Club
dianew3miles@sbcglobal.net
815-758-6873
www.jolietbicycleclub.org

July 19 - Sunday

Biking with Beanzie

DeKalb, IL

Kish. Kiwanis/ Kish. Valley
Bicycle Club
bikingwithbeanzie@yahoo.com
815-758-6873

July 26 - Sunday

Melon Metric

Plano, IL

Naperville Bicycle Club
rulllO@comcast.net
630-667-3362
www.napervillebikeclub.com

www.kish-kiwanis.com

All of these rides are sponsored by clul
affiliated with LIB.
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League of lllinois Bicyclists
2550 Cheshire Dr.
Aurora, IL 60504

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #57
Rock Island, IL

www.bikeLIB.org Phone.........630-978-0583

Fax....0-828-0583 LIB@bikeLIB.org

Mission Statement

The League of lllinois Bicyclists
is the state-wide advocate for all
lllinois bicyclists, promoting
bicycle access, education, and
safety.

Objectives
1. Maintain and increase access to

public facilities for bicycles to Please join us
enhance use for transportation, '

exercise, and recreation. The League of lllinois Bicyclists

2 Educate bicyclists and motorists (LIB) is an independent, not-for-
about their mutual rights and profit organization dedicated to
responsibilities. making lllinois a better place for
3. Educate cyclists on safe cyclingbicyclists. LIB is your voice for
practices. cycling advocacy and education
4. Develop a public policy structurgn |[linois.

at all levels of government
throughout the state which gives
voice to the needs of bicyclists.

5. Increase the organization’s
impact and effectiveness through
membership growth, improved
communications, and active liaisons
with allied organizations.

League
Ul 1llinois
Bicyclisis

Make checks payable to:
League of lllinois Bicyclists
Send to: LIB, 2550 Cheshire
Dr., Aurora. IL 60504

LIB Individual Membership Levels  (Select one
Basic $25 Family $35 Advocate $60
Sustaining $80  Century $100  Patron $125
Benefactor $200 Other

(Bike clubs and other organizations—please see www.bikelib.org/join)

Optional premiums  (higher levels may select one):

Advocate or above—  T-shirt M/L/XL, BRT3 tail light
CO; inflator #1021 Mini-pump #1020
Sustaining or above— Protege 9.0 computer  light set

Century or above—  LIB Pedal Power Jersey (XS to 3XL)
No premium desired, thanks.

(Photos and descriptions at: www.bikelib.org/join)

Name

Address

City State Zip

Telephone

E-Mail

Check here if you would like your newsletter, lllinois Bicyclist, delivered via email. ____
Omit my name from list trades with other bike advocacy groups
Omit my name from an annual newsletter listing of contributors
I'm interested in: Road Project input , Contacting Legislators , Safety
Programs , Trail Projects , Other on back




